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The journey of a halftone dot

Factors influencing halftone dots

Appearance of halftone dots

Film
Assembly
Camerawork

Development

Printing plate

Platemaking

Dampening

Inking

Blanket

Printing
Blanket/substrate

Substrate

Sheet transport

Delivery

Film edges, adhesives

Chemicals, development times

Materials, wear during printing
Exposure time, vacuum, undercutting

Amount of dampening solution, pH value,
Surface tension, water hardness,
temperature

Ink film thickness, consistency,
temperature

Material, condition, surface

Cylinder rolling

Surface, paper grade
Transfer register

Smearing
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Two halftone dots
on film

(magnified approx.
150 times)

Halftone dots an
the plate

Halftone dots on the plate
after inking

Halftone dots an the
blanket

The high magnification
clearly shows the
excellent result on

the substrate
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